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WIOCC CEO named as one of the 100 most powerful peo ple in
global telecommunications

Chris Wood, CEO of Africa’s carriers’ carrier WIOCC (www.wiocc.net), was
yesterday (28-09-11) named as one of the 100 most powerful people in the global
telecommunications industry.

WIOCC CEO, Chris Wood

Global Telecoms Business magazine has ranked WIOCC's Chris Wood 46" in its 4"
annual Power 100 list —a listing of the 100 most powerful people in the global
telecommunications industry. The list is compiled each year from nominations by
worldwide readers of the magazine - including CEOs, CFOs and other senior
executives of the world's major operators, telecom vendors and industry
organisations.

Over the last three years, Chris has led Nairobi-based WIOCC's development into
Africa’s carriers’ carrier - with investments in EASSy, EIG and WACS as well as
access to some 50,000kms of terrestrial fibre in Africa — providing international and
African carriers with reliable, affordable and diverse connectivity into, out of and
within Africa.



The publication cited Chris’s ‘initiative and determination in forging strategic
partnerships with major international players including Bharti Airtel, Global Crossing
and Interoute, which have extended WIOCC'’s end-to-end services globally.’

He was also recognised for ‘relentlessly driving the interconnection of WIOCC
shareholder and partner networks, creating the largest terrestrial fibre footprint in
southern and eastern Africa.’

As well as leading WIOCC, Chris was appointed Chairman of EASSy in August 2011.
He has been instrumental in securing the system upgrade that will make EASSy the
largest provider of capacity into sub-Saharan Africa. This is expected to be
operational at the beginning of 2012.

Chris is the highest-ranked executive from an African business in the Power 100 —
the others are MTN’s Sifiso Dbengwa (#67), Hannes van Rensberg (#82) from
Fundamo and MTN's Christian de Faria (#83).

Ends —

The GTB Power 100 — http://www.globaltelecomsbusiness.com/Article/2907836/At-
the-front-of-the-leaders-of-the-industry.htmil

About WIOCC — www.wiocc.net

Nairobi-based WIOCC has firmly established itself as Africa’s carriers’ carrier, providing
international and African telcos and internet service providers with unrivalled high-speed,
resilient and diverse capacity into, within and out of Africa.

Operating exclusively as a wholesaler, WIOCC offers carriers affordable, reliable connectivity
to over 400 locations across 20 southern and eastern African countries - utilising more than
50,000km of terrestrial fibre and 40,000km of submarine fibre-optic cable.

WIOCC's international network reach currently extends to 100 cities in 29 countries in Europe
and more than 700 cities in 70 countries globally. By early 2012, WIOCC expects to further
extend its reach to up to 10 countries on Africa’s west coast and more along the northern
coastline.

WIOCC owns 30% of the 10,000km EASSy (East African Submarine System) fibre-optic
submarine cable, which has landing points in every coastal country from South Africa to
Sudan - as well as landings in Madagascar and Comores. At 4.72 Terabits per second,
EASSYy is the largest system serving Africa and represents two-thirds of all the international
submarine cable inventory available to sub-Saharan Africa.

The rapid uptake of capacity since EASSy went live (at the end of July 2010) has led to an
earlier and larger than expected upgrade which will be ready for service in January 2012.

EASSy has been the cornerstone for WIOCC creating a unique high-capacity ‘ring around
Africa’, extending seamless regional and international services the length of Africa’s eastern
and western seaboards and into Europe and North Africa.

An ‘east+west coast diversity’ proposition has been implemented to address customers’
immediate demands for improved resilience, and WIOCC continues to add diversity through
strategic investments in new submarine cable systems.

WIOCC offers carriers a one-stop-shop solution that delivers seamless connectivity to Africa,
within Africa and from Africa to the rest of the world. Its 24/7 Customer Service Desk provides
end-to-end management of WIOCC services from customer site to customer site, and WIOCC
customers can choose from a wide range of commercial terms.



